Niobrara Magic School Bus

Photo Journal Captions 

1. Science Camp 2000 – Students’ toured Paleo Park (an outdoor dinosaur museum) and the Smith Ranch.  400 head of Buffalo surrounded the bus trying to get a closer look at the students.

2. Mrs. Tucker instructing students as they begin their adventure in Beaver Habitat on the Johnson Ranch. The outdoor classroom allows the students new experiences and learning styles. Each student is accountable for notes, recording data and presenting the findings to a group. 

3. Students use a microscope to view soil bugs at the Gaukel Wheat Farm. 

4. Mrs. Tucker and her students at the Johnson Ranch.  The students tend to excel in the hands on world.

5. Mrs. Tucker, Mrs. Tully, Mrs. Nelson and Mrs. Troudt honored as the 2000 Wyoming Ag in the Classroom Teachers of the Year. 

6. NRCS Soil technician JoAnn Wade instructs students utilizing the Enviroscape to show how everybody affects water. 

7. Students utilize farm equipment as a chair to journal and take notes about farming. 

8. Students grind wheat into cereal at the Gaukel Wheat Farm. They followed the wheat from the field to the table. 

9. Geologist Leroy Kinnery shows the students a rare geologic formation on the Soderberg Ranch. The Pillow Basalt is found in seven places in the world. 

10. Students interact with ranchers at the Ag Expo.  The Interactive Acre Game allows the students to make the decisions on the land and learn about multi-use. 

11. National Forest Service Education Specialist shows the students how a drip torch is used in controlled burns and to fight fire.

12. The Elk Mountain Fire Tour, instructed by National Forest Service personnel, showed the students how fire burns, fire fighting techniques, weed and wildlife management after the fire and other interesting information on fire and wise management. 

13. Students study the riparian zone and macroinvertebrate populations at Rawhide Creek. Data is compiled in the classroom and stream health is determined. 

14. Students sit in the tall grass on the Dainton Place – owned by Danny Hanson. The Dainton Place is utilized for learning centers on the life cycle of a tree, soils, water, plants, history, habitat and grazing. 

15. NRCS District Conservationist explains the stages of wheat and what plants need to grow. Erosion was also discussed and demonstrated. 

16. Journaling in the outdoor setting brings the five senses into the students writing. 

17. Eating lunch in the meadow creates an appreciation for a cow’s life. 

18. Ranch/farmer Kevin Gaukel shows the students how an aphid trap is used to help the farmer with his crops. 

19. Mrs. Tully shares the pelts and skulls with students as they discuss herbivores and carnivores and their role in the web of life. 

20. Team mentoring is a method LEMS uses to allow the older students to teach the younger students about the outdoors, natural resources and ranching life. 

21. Rancher Danny Hanson discusses grasses with teachers at a teacher in-service.

22. Students’ feed and love bum lambs at the Ag expo.  Ranchers visit the classrooms as part of the rancher adopt-a-class program. 

23.  Students view a stream at science camp. 
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