Education Programs 

Getting Started 

1. List organizations, groups, agencies and individuals within your community
2. List special sites within or near you community – Anything historic, cultural, Agricultural or natural resource related. 

3. List the resources you have within your community, include your own resource library, museum,       outdoor classrooms, field trips, Game and Fish trunks, etc.

4. Develop a list and letter to send to all the people you listed on #1.  These will be the people who will come to you and ask for assistance down the road. 

5. When they contact you - hold a planning meeting to get their desired outcomes, plan the event and get ready.  
6. Follow the “Making it Happen” steps and have fun!
Making It Happen 

· Develop a plan and a backup plan – weather, mother nature, invisible instructors, operator error and unexpected results should be expected. 

· Be flexible and go with it – if it is not in the plan, go with it anyway – work it in. 

· Hands on is best

· Make the students accountable – develop some methods for recording information – workbooks, data logs, and journaling. 

· Document the learning – classroom follow-up with the students several days following the event – interview, videotape, and record presentations. Write down special comments, have the instructors write comments, etc .

· Utilize the experts in the area – NRCS, Game and Fish, Soil Scientist, Archeologists, Ranchers, etc. can provide you with the best knowledge. Make sure they are on the students level. 

· Invite the media to cover your event – The local paper, Roundup, Casper Star, K2 TV as well as writing articles for Land and Water Magazine, Western Livestock Roundup, Wyoming Ag in the Classroom Country Connection and UW CRM in the Classroom. 

· Student media presentations are a great way for people to see what students are learning. 

· Fit the State Standards to your program.   It is easily done, fits into many areas and only needs done once. 

· Teach “How to Think, Not What to Think” – challenge their minds, follow-up with role-playing, debates and voting on issues. 

· Have fun, you’ll find it is a lot of work but worth the effort. It is a great feeling to know you are building the future leaders into critical thinkers who know and understand the world around them. 











