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2003 WACD Convention:
Wyoming – Conserving the Best

DOUGLAS – More than 200 natural resource conservationists from across the state came together for the 58th Annual Convention of the Wyoming Association of Conservation Districts (WACD), held November 18-20, 2003 in Douglas.

State Senator Jim Anderson, who represents Converse and Platte counties, provided the opening address, encouraging the education of citizens to the value of a multiple-use philosophy.  “In regard to your theme, ‘Wyoming - Conserving the Best’, it is my feeling that the best is yet to come,” said Anderson.  “We need to take care of our resources, because those are the things that will take care of us.”

Convention attendees were also welcomed by Douglas Mayor Sherri Mullenix and Converse County Conservation District Chairman Jess Rodgers.  
Highlights of the convention included a keynote address by Chief Bruce Knight of the Natural Resources Conservation Service and remarks by Wyoming Governor Dave Freudenthal.  Freudenthal discussed the state’s economic prognosis and natural resource policy on endangered species such as grey wolves and sage grouse.

Two panel discussions featuring Wyoming Agency Directors were held, featuring Jim Schwartz, Deputy Director, Wyoming Department of Agriculture; John Corra, Director, Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality; Mike Besson, Director, Wyoming Water Development Commission; Lance Cook, Commissioner, Wyoming Oil and Gas Commission and Dan Perko, Deputy Director, Wyoming State Forestry.  Following the presentations, each director or deputy director fielded questions on conservation topics from the audience.

A live auction, hosted by the Wyoming Natural Resource Foundation raised more than $7,990 for conservation efforts and local district capacity building.  The even was auctioneered by WACD President Olin Sims.

The convention wrapped up the evening of November 19 with a banquet and entertainment provided by Jolene Brown, a humorist and motivational speaker from Iowa.
Wyoming has 34 local conservation districts, each governed by a locally elected board of supervisors.  A conservation district is a governmental subdivision of the state responsible for the conservation of natural resources within its boundaries.  By encouraging basic conservation work on private land, districts help control soil erosion, improve water quality and promote a healthy environment and stable tax base.  For more information, please contact WACD at (307) 632-5716 or by e-mail at tcole@trib.com
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