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Wyoming Conservation Districts Honor Outstanding Resource Stewards
DOUGLAS – Wyoming conservation districts honored outstanding natural resource stewards and technicians as part of the 2003 Wyoming Association of Conservation District (WACD) Annual Convention, held November 18-20, 2003 in Douglas.  
Local conservation districts submitted nominations in several categories to receive recognition at the state level.  Winners were selected by a panel of judges, and announced at the Awards Luncheon Wednesday, November 19, 2003.
Those individuals and groups recognized for their contributions to local natural resource conservation in 2003 were Outstanding Tree Sales – Sheridan County Conservation District; Outstanding News Reporter – Cat Urbigkit, Sublette Examiner; Outstanding Cooperator - Big Sandy Working Group, Sweetwater County; Outstanding Conservationist – Roger Cox, USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service District Conservationist, Carbon County; Outstanding Technician – Ryan Amundson, Habitat Biologist, Wyoming Game and Fish Department; 
Outstanding Elected Official – Jim Hageman, Wyoming House of Representatives; Outstanding Employee – Dorothy Rhodes, District Manager, Hot Springs Conservation District; and Outstanding Supervisors – Ralph Brokaw, Chairman, Medicine Bow Conservation District, and Jack Cobb, District Chairman, Little Snake River Conservation District.

Exemplary local conservation district Annual Reports and Annual Plans of Work were also recognized as part of the ceremony.  Each district must submit an annual report detailing the district’s accomplishments and activities from the previous year, accompanied by the annual plan of work, which serves as a road map for district work for the coming year.  The 2002-2003 Outstanding Annual Report was awarded to the Laramie County Conservation District; honorable mention was the Laramie Rivers Conservation District.  The 2003-2004 Outstanding Annual Plan of Work was awarded to the Laramie County Conservation District; honorable mention was the Sheridan County Conservation District.
“Food for the Future” was the theme of the 2003 WACD poster contest for local elementary and secondary students.  State poster contest winners were selected from a pool of winning posters advancing from the local conservation district.  Each poster was critiqued for it’s conservation message, visual effectiveness, originality and universal appeal.  The 2003 winning artists were: Grades K-1 - Jacqulyn Cobb, Savery; Grades 2-3 - Derek Lowe, Torrington; Grades 4-6 – Casey Stambaugh, Tensleep; Grades 7-9, Mandie Sather, Dubois; and Grades 10-12 – Shannon Wagner, Cheyenne.  Each winning artist received a cash award, and their posters will advance to compete in the National Association of Conservation District competition, held in December.
The awards ceremony was highlighted by the presentation of the 2003 WACD Presidential Award.  The award is given each year by the WACD president to an individual or group who exceeds expectations and goes above the call of duty to help local districts and their conservation efforts.  The 2003 Presidential Award recipient was Mike Besson, Director, Wyoming Water Development Commission.  
For more information on the award recipients or local conservation districts, please contact WACD at (307) 632-5716 or tcole@trib.com.
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