





Association leadership
makes trek to D.C.

haring the local conservation districts priorities and extending thanks,

Shaun Sims, WACD Vice President and Bobbie Frank, Executive

Director visited with WWyoming’s Congressional leaders as part of the

National Association of Conservation Districts’ (NACD) 2009
Legislative Conference in July in Washington, D.C.

More than 150 NACD members from almost every state and territory came
together for four days of networking, learning and informational briefings from
federal agencies, partners and Congressional staff. Participants met with lawmak-
ers to discuss conservation policy issues and attended NACD’s annual
Congressional Reception.

Sims and Frank represented the Wyoming Association of Conservation
Districts (WACD) at the event. “Our time in Washington was well-spent,” Sims
said. “NRCS Chief Dave White recognized conservation districts as the best
vehicle to deliver conservation, and we were able to reinforce that message when
meeting with our legislators.”

The conference provided Sims and Frank an opportunity to interact with key
decisionmakers and to help shape conservation policy for private, working lands.
Sims and Frank met with Congressman Lummis, Senators Enzi and Barrasso and

their staff to discuss the Association’s activities and priorities related to water
resource programs and legislation, Farm Bill programs and funding, endangered

Continued on Page 4

Above: Bobbie Frank, Executive Director (left) and Shaun Sims, WACD Vice President, (right) during
a visit with Senator John Barrasso (center) during the NACD annual legislative conference.

Legislative leadership to address conference

Above: Senate President, John Hines.

Above: Speaker of the House, Colin Simpson.
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address above for consideration.

The Conservation Communique is a quarterly publication of the
Wyoming Association of Conservation Districts: a nonprofit organiza-
tion providing leadership for the conservation of Wyoming’s natural
resources. The information contained in this publication does not neces-
sarily reflect the views or opinions of the Board or the Association.
Articles for publication and/or advertising may be submitted to the

ith challenges facing the state such as decreased revenues, wind
Wenergy development, wolves, and more, the leadership of the

Wyoming House of Representatives and Senate will be on hand to
share their view and projections of the challenges and priorities facing the
state during the Joint Conference of the Weed & Pest and Conservation
Districts.

Senate President and Majority Floor Leader, John Hines and Jim
Anderson and House Speaker Colin Simpson and Majority Floor Leader Ed
Buchanan will share their projections of the top priority issues to face the
state legislature in the 2010 budget session.
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Partners in resource management
Historic gathering of local weed & pest and conservation districts

or the first time in the two

organizations’ 60 plus year

history, the Wyoming Weed &

Pest Council and the Wyoming
Association of Conservation Districts
will join forces and have a statewide
conference together.

On November 16-19, Board mem-
bers and their staff from both the Weed
& Pest and Conservation Districts will
gather for the Joint Annual Conference
at the Holiday Inn in Cheyenne.

“We are really excited to meet
with our counterparts in the Weed &
Pest Districts. We share so many com-
mon priorities and this presents an
opportunity to convene together to net-
work, learn and build on existing
efforts,” said Ralph Brokaw, WACD
President.

“Given that we are in the state’s
capitol, it will afford some additional
opportunities,” said Brokaw.

On November 16, the day will
consist primarily of Board of Director
and Committee meetings. November
17, will include Board meetings and
meetings of both the Weed & Pest and
Conservation Districts employees.
There will also be an opportunity for
Board members to partake in legisla-
tive training, including a trip to the
Capitol Building. The day will wrap
up with an opening reception at the
Historic Depot in  downtown
Cheyenne.

The official opening will be high-
lighted with a keynote address deliv-
ered by Olympic Gold Medalist and
Wyoming farm boy, Rulon Gardner.

This will be followed with messages
delivered by Wyoming’s legislative
and congressional leaders.

Numerous concurrent sessions are
planned covering a variety of topics
ranging from Salt Cedar and Russian
Olive eradication projects, threats
posed by aquatic invasive species, the
sage grouse, land disruption and recla-
mation  activities,  along  with
University of Wyom?hg research sci-
ence updates.

As always, the two organizations
will be discussing proposed resolu-
tions to establish policy and direction
for their respective organizations.

A full agenda and registration
information is available at www.con-
servewy.com

2009 Convention-Sponsors

Committee hearing.

possible,” said Sims.

Association- Continued from Page 3

species issues and public land issues. While in D.C. Sims and Frank were also able to take
in part of a Senate Environment and Public Works hearing and a Senate Natural Resource

“Our Delegation is working very hard on the issues important to our districts. We
appreciate their efforts and passed on the Districts thanks and offered to assist wherever

Conference speakers included Dave White, Chief of the USDA Natural Resources
Conservation Service; Anne Castle, Assistant Secretary for Water and Science with the
U.S. Department of the Interior; Larry Elworth, Agriculture Advisor to the Administrator
of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency; Ned Farquhar, Deputy Assistant Secretary
for Land and Minerals Management at the U.S. Department of the Interior; Bill
Hohenstein, Chief of the USDA Global Change Program Office and Paul Ries, Director
of Cooperative Forestry with U.S. Forest Service.
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