October 14, 2008




Via Electronic Mail
Public Comment Process

ATTENTION: 1018-AT50

Division of Policy and Directives Management 

US Fish & Wildlife Service

4401 North Fairfax Drive, Suite 222

Arlington, VA 22203

RE:
Proposed rule revision 50 CFR Part 402; Interagency Cooperation Under the Endangered Species Act

Dear Sir/Madam,

The Wyoming Association of Conservation Districts, representing Wyoming’s 34 local Conservation Districts, political sub-divisions of state government statutorily charged with natural resource conservation, including but not limited to wildlife habitat resources, pursuant to 11-16-101 et. seq. supports the issuance of the proposed modifications to part 402 of title 50 of the Code of Federal Regulations, which implements Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act. 

The Association has long standing policy supporting streamlining and clarification of the Section 7 consultation process.  The districts are often directly affected by these consultation requirements as a result of their on-the –ground implementation of natural resource enhancement and improvement projects that require some level of consultation. In addition, the elected Conservation Districts officials represent constituents who are affected by such consultation processes. 
The Association, upon review and concurrence incorporates by reference herein those comments submitted by the National Endangered Species Act Reform Coalition, of which our National affiliate is a member. 
We applaud the Services attempt to amend the rules to address the findings of the Government Accountability Office as well as provide needed improvements to the rules that have not been substantially modified since 1986.  

Sincerely, 
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Bobbie Frank

Executive Director
